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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 
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A collection of over 40 short stories and 
poems under one cover. 

On the front cover can be seen two chil- 
dren at crossroads. They have turned their 
faces back on the path that leads to Death 
and have chosen as their destination, Life 
and happiness. 

This picture illustrates the purpose of 
the book. Through the medium of simple 
stories with their obvious moral lessons it 
endeavors to influence the child, beset by 
many base attractions, to choose the right 
course. 


88 pages 35 cents postpaid 


Builders 
Dear Brother: 

I enjoyed your letter of the month very 
much, and I think the part about the 
brick masons should be a lesson to all who 
are working to be laborers with Christ 
in the building of God. 

One of our great teachers and examples 
said, “If any man thinketh he standeth, 
let him check lest he fall; and when any 
man thinketh he knoweth anything, he 
knoweth nothing”; so, unless we are will- 
ing to confess that it is not in man that 
walketh to direct his paths, we will never 
humble ourselves before the Great Instruc- 
tor, who is able to show us the sure and 
only way to save time and material in 
erecting our building. 

The Pharisees and Scribes, of many cen- 
turies ago, threw away the privilege of 
being great builders when they so stub- 
bornly rejected the Instructor from Gal- 
ilee. They thought that because their fa- 
thers of old had been laying the same 
foundation, that they were absolutely 
right and that no stranger from the low- 
lands of Nazareth could ever change their 
minds. 

Now, we see this very scene being re- 
enacted in the world today. People are 
so set in their own ways until they will 
laugh and scoff at the only true Instruc- 
tor, Christ, and go on building on the 
sinking sands of fables and superstitions; 
but let it not be so with us who have eyes 
to see and ears to hear. May the elements 
of our old self melt before the mighty 
hand of God that we may become co-work- 
ers with Christ Jesus in building the great 
City of our Lord, because the foundation 
of God standeth sure, having this seal, 
the Lord knoweth everyone that is His 
and let everyone that nameth the name of 
Christ depart from iniquity. 

One striving to be a part of that build- 
ing. 

Hartsville, S. C. a. i &. 
Missionary Effort 
Dear Sister: 

We went yesterday and dropped a few 
leaflets. How happy one would be to find 
a hungry soul, but this is the day of small 
things and we know there will be very, 
very few who want the Truth. Still the 
command, “Cast thy bread upon the wa- 


ters and thou shalt find it after many 
days,” comes to us and we must do what 
we can. 

West Leyden, N. Y. G. ww. 
Deceased 
Dear Sir: 


Just a few lines to let you know that my 
father, Mr. Jacob Stange, has passed away 
on Oct. 1st, at the Memorial Hospital here 
in Listowel and was buried on Oct. 34d. 
He died in his sleep. I certainly miss him 
very much here at home. 

Please may I hear from you. 

Listowel, Ont. Fr. SS: 
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The Grace of Gratitude 


and purple clouds the night had wrapped around it, 

and climbed over the horizon. “But,” you say, “the 
sun rises every morning, what is so important about 
that?” 

Wait. Suppose you lived in a world where there was no 
sunrise, where the sun neither rose nor set for perhaps 
a hundred years at a time. 

Then, imagine that one day there was a sunrise. What 
a commotion and fanfare there would be! 

Yes, if the sun rose only once in a century, it would be 
an event, but, because it rises every morning, it is rou- 
tine and unattended. 

Are we ungrateful, unappreciative, not only of the sun- 
rise every morning, but of the many other wonders and 
beauties of our every day life and of the world around us? 
Perhaps not. Rather, we are dulled by familiarity. When 
we lose the sharp edge of appreciation, we tend to become 
ungrateful, and dull. 

No real Christian should ever start the day without a 
sense of gratitude in his heart for the vast “giveness” 
of life, the beautiful, the tremendous, the minute aspects 
of it that can be so meaningful if we allow them to enter 
our consciousness. We have not really earned any of them. 
A fish in the brook, a bird on the wing, a fleecy cloud in 
the sky on a sunny day, a flower pushing its head above 
the untilled earth. The starry heavens above, the glorious 
earth beneath; for the promptings of a conscience which 
has been educated by Truth; the true and steadfast and 
loyal devotion of family and friends; for food, clothing, 
shelter and all the delights and comforts of home; for the 
unfolding secrets of science; for the little white church 
where the seeker for Truth may meet and worship and 
give thanks; for the perfect revelation of God’s Word and 
His Eternal Plan for this earth. These are but a few of 
the ordinary things that we are so prone to take for 
granted: the things that make this life worth living and 
the next life worth working for. Are we as grateful as 
we should be? 

Suppose some dear, lifelong friend in whose ability, re- 
sources, and faithfulness you have the utmost confidence 
should come to you today and say; “My friend, rejoice; I 
have brought you some good news, almost too good to 
seem true, but true nevertheless. From this day all things 
in your life may be changed. A will has come to light by 
which you have inherited a large fortune, and it is right 
at hand. In fact, I have come to bring it to you, together 
with a message of love and good will from the testator. 
Everything that money can buy is now yours for the 
taking.” 

What do you think would be the effect of such news 
upon you? At first the glad tidings might seem too good to 
believe; but if this messenger friend reiterated his state- 
ment, giving not only verbal assurances but tangible evi- 
dence of its truth, do you think you would hesitate and 
question? I think not. Instead your very heart would leap 
within you with great and inexpressible gratitude as you 
begin to realize all that this good news means, 


T= sun rose this morning. It pushed aside the pink 


Then before your mind has scarcely grasped the import 
of this wonderful situation, suppose this messenger of 
good news should say: “And dear friend, in addition to 
this I have found a physician who has never failed to cure 
every kind of bodily disease from which you are suffering, 
and if you will come with me, he assures me that he can 
cure you.” How long would any sane person stand unde- 
cided about accepting this great and wonderful offer? 
How long would anyone withhold expressions of appre- 
ciation and gratitude for such good tidings? Yet, if not 
exceedingly careful, this is what we as Christians do to 
our heavenly Father. He has offered and is holding out, to 
those who will do, far more than anyone could ever be- 
come heir to in one lifetime. And if not on strict guard we 
will find ourselves murmuring, hesitating, questioning, 
quibbling and arguing, when we should be rejoicing that 
we may become heirs, not of some temporal estate, but 
beneficiaries and heirs of the Eternal. 

The spirit of glad thanksgiving is one of our central at- 
tributes. It puts life in perspective, helps us to recall how 
small we are, how very much we need God. Think of what 
He has done for us; do not reproach Him for what He has 
not done. Let us remember He has perhaps given us al- 
ready more than we deserve (Lam. 3: 22, 23). And here 
we should consider well the great truth that God is not 
limited in any way; neither in the capacity to give, nor in 
the desire to give. If not exceedingly careful though, we 
will be as the Apostle Paul foretold the people would be, 
in reference to the last days, “unthankful, unholy, . . 
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God.” Listen .. . 

Amuse me! Inspire me! Give me courage! Help me to 
find health, success, contentment! These are the cries of 
the housewife, the career girl, the man in the street, the 
man at the desk, and the man at the machine. Paul fore- 
told this very condition would exist. Yes, thousands of 
years ago man learned that mankind needs something 
beyond the ordinary everyday routine of living if they 
are to survive with peace and happiness. Only God’s 
Truth lived out, will help us to master our environment 
and find that perfect peace. 

Children of God, we have an eternal hope, something 
vital, alive, real. And while reality may be a rough, rough 
road, remember escape is a precipice. Some of us, without 
thinking, are apt to count the trials instead of the joys of 
living. It does not matter so much what our experiences 
are, but how we react to them. If we have been depressed, 
unhappy, hurt, or disappointed we do not have to wait 
for a certain turn of events in order to be happy again. 
With that eternal hope in mind the change can come even 
in the midst of gloom. We can drop a thought of thankful- 
ness into our hearts and begin at once to get a joyful 
reaction. 

The one who radiates happiness is not always the one 
whose life has been carefree. He has learned to cultivate 
happiness and contentment by—counting the trials? In- 
deed not, but by counting his blessings. Anyone, who 
keeps himself in a prayerful, thankful attitude, can tran- 
scend conditions, moods and reactions. Life takes on 
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large, new dimensions when we look at it from Truth’s 
perspective; it becomes vivid, exhilarating, full of expec- 
tations. Why is it that God’s people do not cry, “Amuse 
me! Give me, give me, give me?” It is because God’s peo- 
ple, those who are striving to keep His commandments, 
are different, so very different in approach and values, 
and sense of purpose, from the worldly, selfish-minded 
materialists. The reason why the Christian is different 
is not difficult to discover. He has obtained from the 
blessed Word, a spiritual perspective in life that makes 
the vast difference. He knows if he does on his part, God 
will, without fail, do on His part. When he meets losses 
and reverses, and all doors seem to be closed against him, 
he will not fall into gloom and despair. He will remem- 
ber, “the greater the cross, the greater the crown,” and 
that God is able to open all doors for him, even those 
doors that open out into infinity and eternity. 

Our lives so often are measured in terms of worldly 
pleasures and possessions, whereas the Bible teaches us 
in terms of joys and usefulness, and that life does not 
consist in the abundance of things we possess. Jesus was 
the world’s greatest example. He gave, He spent, He 
loved; needless to say, self did not enter into His thoughts. 
He knew the joy of giving, sharing, spending, using, help- 
ing, serving, loving. Which of these words best describes 
our lives? 

Are not the unhappiest people we know the persons 
who are always demanding, requesting, and asking of 
life? Are not the happiest people we know persons who 
are always doing good for others? and, at the same time, 
not forgetting to give thanks for God’s goodness to them? 

Hope and joy and peace and cheer and glory are the 
household words of the New Testament. The Book begins 
with the Beatitudes, and ends with pictures and prom- 
ises of a heaven on earth. And here are several other re- 


quirements for contented living. Health—enough to make 
work a pleasure. Wealth—enough to support our needs. 
Strength—enough to battle with difficulties and over- 
come them. Patience—enough to toil until some good is 
accomplished. Grace—enough to confess our sins... and 
forsake them, Charity—enough to see our own beset- 
ments first, rather than our brother’s. Love—enough to 
move us to be useful to others in extending spiritual] aid 
and comfort. Faith—enough to make real the things of 
God. Hope—enough to remove anxious fears for the fu- 
ture. Gratitude—enough to rejoice always, for we own 
absolutely nothing in and of ourselves; all we have and 
are we owe to God. 

All that I have is Yours, O Lord. My home is Yours, for 
without Your love and Truth and discipline, all relation- 
ships are founded on sand. My job is Yours, for unless 
I can feel I am cooperating with Your purposes in and 
through my work, my life will lack meaning. My posses- 
sions are Yours, to be used by me in trust, for advance- 
ment of Thy Eternal Plan, not for my own aggrandize- 
ment. My time is Yours, not to be wasted, thrown away 
on trifles or used solely for my own pursuits, but dedi- 
cated to You, the Author and Giver of my life. My temper 
is Yours, to discipline in Your service, my mind is Yours 
to think Your cshoughts. My tongue is Yours to speak 
Your Truth. My will is Yours to obey Your voice. My dis- 
position is Yours, to reflect Your spirit. My life is mine, 
to make it Yours. 

Such a prayer of gratitude, prayed each and every 
morning, should do much to keep us from becoming spirit- 
ually dull, to count our many blessings and to have a 
much keener ay preciation of such things as have been 
mentioned, among which, one was just an ordinary sun- 
rise. 





Our Thankful List 


A Story for Children 


HILDREN, would you like to take a little trip? This 
( will not be a very long ride; we do not even need 

to go out in the country. We will not take any lunch 
because we will be home again in about an hour’s time. 
No, my little friend, you need not take your fishing rod on 
this trip, you will not have any time or place to use it. 
Just wear your ordinary school clothes, but be sure your 
hands are washed nice and clean and your hair is neatly 
combed. All ready? 

We get into our automobile; yes, two of you boys may 
ride in the front seat with me, there should be plenty of 
room. How nice and warm we are inside the car. Unless 
we look out of the windows we would hardly realize it is 
snowing outside. Now as we ride over to this school—oh, 
I didn’t tell you that before, did I? Yes, we are going to 
visit a school where crippled children go and learn their 
lessons. Now as we ride along let’s see if each one of you 
can think of some useful thing we have to be thankful for. 
Who will tell us something to start our list? Who remem- 
bers how they traveled when Jesus was a little boy? Yes, 
that’s right, they used donkeys and camels, and many, 


many times they just walked on through dust or mud 
in order to go from one place to another. Anything else to 
be thankful for? Oh my, you all have something this time, 
don’t you. Thankful for a good home, thankful for a lov- 
ing father and mother who try to help you do right. 
Thankful for the policemen who try to maintain law and 
order. Thankful for the air we breathe, for the sunshine, 
for the rain. My! we already have quite a long list, and 
we worked it out so quickly, too. 

But does anyone remember some very special thing for 
which we have to be exceedingly thankful? You can’t 
think of a thing? Would you like a little help, a little hint 
perhaps? Who called to Abraham when he was on a moun- 
tain in the land of Moriah, where God tested him to see if 
he was willing to offer up his son Isaac? That’s right: an 
angel. Away back in those olden times, angels visited and 
talked with certain men and women, and advised them 
just what to do and say. Because, you see, angels were 
sent from God and were ever so much more intelligent 
than just ordinary people on the earth. But in this pres- 
ent age angels do not talk with us and tell us just what 
to do, yet we believe they are watching over us, even 
though we do not see them or hear them say a word. It 
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is all very wonderful and someday if we are good chil- 
dren now, we will understand just how this can be pos- 
sible. Let us realize it is a watchful care and protection 
for which we can be very thankful. We have God’s prom- 
ise that He will have an angel watch over us providing we 
keep trying more and more every day to be obedient and 
good children of our heavenly Father. Rich men of this 
world would like to hire just such a guardian angel but his 
services cannot be bought for silver or gold or money of 
any kind. So you see, children, money is not the most im- 
portant thing in this life. The Bible says something about 
that—what does it say is the principal thing? You are 
exactly right. It is wisdom. Wisdom of how God wants us 
to live is the principal thing. 

We have traveled some miles while working so profit- 
ably on our list of blessings; and look, we have arrived 
at the school where these crippled children attend. First, 
we will go into the main office and ask permission to visit 
this school for a short time. There are many teachers in 
this school because it has so many class-rooms; and the 
head teacher is called the principal. Her work is to see 
that the affairs in the school run as smoothly as possible. 
I want this principal teacher to meet you children because 
I am so pleased with you. You are better behaved than 
the children that attend this schoo] because you have been 
more carefully trained and brought up. Your clothes are 
so neat and sensible and vour faces are so happy. And let 
me look closer—oh, I am so glad—today even all the fin- 
gernails are clean and your teeth carefully brushed. 

I can tell the principal is impressed with you children 
because you are behaving so well. You are not jumping 
up and down or running around, or twisting or wiggling 
or talking loudly. I almost believe we can read her thoughts. 
She is secretly wishing that the children in her school 
would act as well as you do. Of course, right now you are 
on your best behavior; but don’t you think it would be a 
splendid idea to try harder every hour of the day to be 
on your best behavior so your own school teacher will be 
pleased, your father and mother so happy with you? And 
even better than that—God will be pleased with you and 
bless you and have that watchful care over you and pro- 
tect you in coming times of distress and trouble. 

The principal teacher tells us she will be glad to have 
us visit awhile, so long as we do not stand in the way and 
get hurt or delay matters. We promise to stand back and 
just observe from a distance. We will be looking this way 
and that way, because today we are going to add to our 
thankful list some blessings we may not have ever thought 
of before. So at this time all of us will go down to the 
rear of the school bui ding where we can watch the crip- 
pled children arrive in the big yellow school bus. We get 
there just at the right time. Look, one is coming now. It 
slow.y and carefully drives up to the special loading plat- 
form so as to stop in exactly the right place. On these 
special school buses, besides the driver, there is also a 
lady nurse, who helps care for these unfortunate boys and 
girls Now the driver works the controls and opens the 
bus door, the lady nurse walks out on the platform and 
gets the first wheel chair and pushes it part way into the 
wide door of the school bus. You have probably noticed by 
this time that some of the crippled children have crutches 
to use, some can hobble along with a cane and a few have 
to remain in their seats until they are lifted into their 
wheel chairs by the bus driver or the lady nurse. At some 


time in our lives it may have been necessary to use 
crutches for a week or perhaps a month, but after seeing 
these children, we are already very thankful that we do 
not need crutches or a wheel chair in order to go to school 
or work every day of our lives. 

Did you notice that little girl as she went by in her 
wheel chair? Her legs and feet are very small and unde- 
veloped ; they will never be able to carry her body around. 
She will always need to have a wheel chair everywhere 
she goes or else have someone carry her. Do you feel very 
thankful that you have two normal legs and feet so you 
can easily walk and run about? and I mean run, at the 
right time and place. Yes, of course we feel thankful now, 
but are there ever times when we forget to count our 
great blessings? When Mother says, “Son, will you run 
down to the basement and bring up six potatoes in this 
pan so I can peel them for supper?” Do you reply, “Oh, 
Mother, I’m so tired and besides I have this studying to 
do”? It is so easy to forget that perhaps Mother is much 
more tired than we are, and after all, little errands like 
this are just the kind we can be trusted to perform. Little 
feet, uncontrolled, can carry us into a great deal of trou- 
ble and mischief. So let us always remember to be thank- 
ful that we have two sturdy legs and feet to carry us 
around. And as we look at our feet we will think, “Thank 
you little feet. In the future please help me to carry out 
every errand and duty I am called upon to perform; and 
I will try harder never to ask you to take me any place I 
should not go.” 

We have watched the school bus discharge its passen- 
gers, now we will enter into the hallways or corridors of 
the school buildings. See that boy go by, the boy with the 
very thick lens in his eye glasses. He guides himself by 
running his hand along the wall and I am sure he did not 
notice us at all. In his classroom he is learning to read by 
using his finger tips to feel raised letters and char- 
acters. How would you like to have to learn that way to 
read? How thankful we can be that we are able to see the 
printed words in our books, whether we are at home, in 
schoo] or at church. How good God is to give us eyes that 
see the beauties of nature and the wonders of the starry 
heavens. Also He has opened the eyes of our spiritual un- 
derstanding, so that with the help of Father and Mother 
and other folks, we can learn the difference between right 
and wrong. One great lesson we can learn is that when 
we do right we always gain, and when we do wrong we 
always lose. 

We see a class-room with an open door. We stop for a 
moment to look and listen. Do you notice anything un- 
usual? Yes, most of the children in this room are wearing 
hearing aids, besides they have a special piece of equip- 
ment on their desks with a set of ear phones attached to 
it. So we decide that this room must be for the children 
who are afflicted with impaired hearing. Now, are you 
not glad, children, that your ears are quite normal? I am 
sure that most of you can hear a pin fall on the floor, or 
the drip, drip, drip of the rain outside. But can you al- 
ways hear when Mother calls? Little ears like little eyes 
and feet, require training and teaching. School is not the 
only place we go to study and learn things; we can be 
learning useful knowledge all the day long—well, as much 
of the day as we are fully awake. You know, when you 
play a musical instrument it is very important to have 
that instrument in tune, whether it be a violin, flute, 
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trumpet or trombone. Did you know it is also possible to 
get your ears tuned up? Sounds impossible? Well, what 
I mean is this. You can educate your ears to hear every 
order or request that is lawful and good, but at the same 
time if a bad boy from down the street called to you to 
come out and play with him, you would hardly hear a 
thing, so of course, you would not go. If Mother should 
say, “Better take off that clean school dress and slip on 
the old blue one, we have some carrots to dig out of the 
garden,” your ears would grasp the message and you would 
quickly go to your room and make the change. Oh, there 
are sO many ways little ears can be trained to hear the 
right things, and tune out, or reject, the bad words if 
and when they present themselves. 

We go toward another room and we hear some sounds 
and we wonder what they can possibly be. It is not talk- 
ing, it is not singing. And we decide that we do not 
like to hear these sounds. But as long as we are so close, 
we will take a quick look. Perhaps we can add another 
blessing to our Thankful List. We see there are only four 
children in this room and they are making these almost 
frightening sounds with their throats and mouths. Do 
you know why? It is because these children are almost 
totally deaf. They have never heard the sound of a person 
talking, or any music, or a train whistle or a vacuum 
cleaner running. So they have been very slow to learn 
how to make sounds with their voice. You notice the 
teacher shapes her mouth a certain way and the students 
try very hard to imitate her. After much practice they 
will be able to say certain words that you can understand. 
Now are you not glad that you can talk easily and clearly 
and that you did not have to go through this difficult proc- 
ess? Do you really feel thankful? There is a most wonder- 
ful way of showing this thankfulness. And we can do it 
many times a day. Just be oh, so careful what we say and 
how we say it. Is it possible that we ever whine and com- 
plain when there are jobs to do that we naturally do not 
like? I hope not. Is there ever a chance that we speak 
cross words to brother or sister? Do we ever make a lot 
of unnecessary noise with our mouth, forgetting that well 
behaved children do not thus do? I am sure that everyone 
likes children that speak courteously and pleasantly. Un- 
kind words, even when spoken by little tongues, can be so 
cruel and hurtful. I am sure none of us wants to get into 
the habit of speaking them. 

Stop a moment. Look this way. Did you see that boy 
with no hands? He was injured in an accident and both 
hands were crushed. They had to be cut off; so now this 
boy is learning how to skillfully use two special steel 
hooks that are strapped to his wrists. You notice that he 
is smiling and hardly notices the loss of his hands. He no 
longer has two hands with ten fingers, but he does have 
two very sturdy legs and feet. Another child with crippled 
feet may have two very clever hands to work with. And 
from this we can learn another very important lesson. 
Always do the very best we can with the strength and 
abilities we possess. No need at all to sit down and cry 
about our misfortunes, should they come to us; it will not 
make us any better off or one bit happier. Still, we feel 
rather sorry for this boy and we find ourselves looking 
at our two strong hands with fingers and thumbs. We 
say to ourselves, “Little hands, have we always used you 
right?” We remember the expression we have heard so 
often “little helping hands.” Have we always used these 


valuable members to be helpful? Or have there been times 
when we used them to hit at something or to push some- 
body, or touch things we should not have put our hands on? 

Today, tomorrow and the next day is a fine time to 
start using our hands to be of helpful service. Little hands 
can be so very useful when educated in the way of Truth 
and holiness. Oh, there are dozens of projects that little 
hands can be busily engaged in, all of them lawful and 
right. I need not tell you, that when you are obedient, 
kind and thoughtful of others, you are happy. You know 
you are; it just makes you feel good all over. And when 
you children are bubbling over with goodness, it causes 
everyone you meet to drop off at least part of their daily 
cares and rejoice with you. And again, even more impor- 
tant than that, it makes God pleased with you. 

I feel that we have spent enough time in this school for 
crippled children. We have observed many, many things 
for which we can be truly thankful, things we so often 
overlook and take for granted. Truly, we have added 
many blessings to our Thankful List. As we are leaving 
the building we stop and thank the principal for her 
kindness in permitting us to see how crippled children 
spend part of their school day. And soon we are in our 
car ready for the trip home. 

As we ride aloug, someone of you asks: “What are some 
of these projects that little children can be engaged in?” 
Well, have you ever planted a garden in the winter time? 
You don’t think it possible? You think it’s too cold out- 
side? But you will not even have to go outside the house to 
work in this garden. Do it at home, in school, at church 
or while visiting. It is easy to do when you apply your- 
self diligently. First, sow seeds of kindness, helpfulness 
and peace. Then nourish them with deeds of thoughtful- 
ness and good cheer; and in a short time you will be reap- 
ing a bountiful harvest of rewards and blessings, together 
with plenty of the true riches held in store by the heav- 
enly Father. 

Well, we have arrived home. I hope we have learned 
some lessons today and will make good use of them in the 
days to come. Good bye, perhaps at some future time we 
can take another trip. 





I cannot say 

Beneath the pressure of life’s cares today, 
I joy in these; But I can say 

That I had rather walk in this rugged way 
If Him it please. 


I cannot feel 

That all is well when darkening clouds conceal 
The shining sun; but then I know 

God lives and loves; and say, since it is so, 
“Thy will be done.” 


I do not see 

Why God should e’en permit some things to be, 
When He is love; But I can see, 

Though often dimly, through the mystery, 

His hand above. 


I do not know, 

Where falls the seed that I have tried to sow 
With greatest care; But I shall know 

The meaning of each waiting hour below, 
Sometime, somewhere. —Sel. 
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Thanksgiving Day 


¥ bes is Thanksgiving Day and there are a thousand 
things to give thanks for. First that we are favored 
to live in this land; a land blessed above all others. We 
are thankful that there is in this brutal and turbulent 
world a land that celebrates Thanksgiving Day. The Pil- 
grim Fathers gave thanks for deliverance from hunger 
and exposure. Their blessings were simple and by mod- 
ern standards few, but their feast of Thanksgiving estab- 
lished a beautiful custom. The best values in life are not 
of gold but they are to be found in the virtues. We are 
glad to find one of the best of all virtues, that of thanks- 
giving enshrined in this national holiday. 

Today’s world is the one spoken of in the Book as peril- 
ous times. To be fulfilled in our day is the prophecy that 
men’s hearts would fail them for fear. Perhaps we have 
yet to see the greatest fulfillment of this but it is coming 
daily. Some have been confused and depressed by the very 
endless chaos and unrest in the world, distracted by the 
roar of evil men and the rattle of arms. The affairs of 
men may seem so preponderant and overruling that they 
seem almost to be flooding out the sounds of goodness and 
Truth, yet we are still in reality, greatly blessed and God 
has promised protection. With what ever instrument and 
by what ever means He accomplished this wonderful 
blessing, we are and shall be thankful. 

And are we thankful for all the multitudes of things, 
large or small, that go to make up a happy human life? 
For life itself, the miracle of our existence, for all tem- 
poral needs supplied. We have them all, do we not? Should 
we not all be happy all the time? 

But the crown of all blessings is the promise in the 
Truth of God. In that we observe Thanksgiving Day for 
the blessings we have received, we enjoy a good and beauti- 
ful celebration. But as Christians returning thanks to 
God for the Truth of His Word we are giving thanks for 
endless blessings yet to come. Endless blessings indeed, 
even eternal life. 

To be recipients of any benefit places a man in a posi- 
tion of indebtedness. How much more so when the bene- 
fit is of such magnitude? To be acceptable, thanksgiving 
rendered in this matter would have to be of the highest 
order. The spirit of Thanksgiving is truly given in the 
Psalms as that we must pay our vows unto the Lord. This 
is thankfulness to God. Thus, Thanksgiving Day to the 
true Christian takes on a dignity and seriousness in the 
dedication of his life to God. 

But we are also thankful to God for the fellowship of 
friends, which has been rightly named the fairest rose 
in the garden of life. This also is to us an indebtedness 
and it too carries a blessing for the more we give, the 
greater is the return. In this we have a continual blessing 
and one that offers its richest rewards only as we contrib- 
ute the full measure of our own friendship to it. “He that 
would have friends must show himself friendly.” 

Do you know that among our fellow men, God is trying 
us out? He is giving us the opportunity to walk with one 
another and to learn, if we will, how to live. Thanksgiving 
Day will be well spent if we can go forth with a better 
spirit in this great matter of human relations. Our de- 
gree of true Christianity can be marked and measured by 
how we treat our fellow men. This is the Golden Rule. 


Among the first principles that make possible the 
smooth functioning of the industries of this great nation 
is the recognition of the importance of human relations. 
Could we think that God who manages the universe is any 
less wise? 

Eternal life with the angels is made up, we may be 
sure, with the great bond of friendship or unity. There is 
no room there for any spirit of resentment or offishness, 
no independence or disregard for others, much less hatred 
or envy. And in that better world there is no competition 
or emulation, no strife between friends for station or 
preeminence. All these evil things stem from a selfish 
spirit, a desire to receive and to get rather than to give 
and do for others. And who wants to be called selfish? In 
that, we lose the best and most beautiful in life. Nothing 
can equal the pleasure of doing for others. 

And so we give thanks for our manifold blessings, for 
life, health, food, raiment and shelter. And on this day 
especially we offer thanks for our country. And as we 
praise God for His Truth and His protection and prom- 
ises, let us remember that one of the finest ways to show 
our thankfulness is to do good to His people, our brethren. 
It is in fact the only way for today, without angelic min- 
istration, all our communion is with one another. Let us 
remember the words of Jesus, “Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me.” 

This then is Christianity; this is a Thanksgiving to be 
celebrated every day of the year that we go forth to live 
for God and Truth; that we pay our vows; to be more 
gentle, kind and true now in the presence of all His people. 





Nazarites 


T HIS word is more properly rendered in the Hebrew as 
N-a-z-i-r-i-t-e, and means: “separated, consecrated 
(to God) ; a person, man or woman, who was bound by a 
vow to be set apart from others for the service of God.” 

There were Nazirites before Moses’ time but under the 
regulations of the Law at Sinai, the Nazirite vowed to 
separate himself unto the Lord for a certain specified 
period, usually thirty days; or it could be for sixty or 
ninety days. He did not, however, become a hermit, but 
continued to live in human society; neither was he an 
ascetic. 

By the Law, he must abstain from wine or strong 
drink, or any product of the vine during the days of his 
separation; he was forbidden to cut the hair of his head. 
Why? “Because the consecration of his God is upon his 
head” (Num. 16: 7). The cutting of the hair was regarded 
as rendering the head in a measure, common (Num. 19: 
2; Deut. 15:19). There was a law in Israel that no tool 
or instrument of iron was to be lifted over an altar lest 
it be polluted, for the altar was dedicated to God (Ex. 
20: 25). The Nazirite was a dedicated person and for that 
reason no shears or metal razor was to be lifted over his 
head. There are other laws and regulations concerning 
the vow of a Nazirite given in Numbers 6: 1—21, which 
do not concern us now as they were simply a type, the out- 
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ward manifestation of his consecration to God. 

Remember the definition of Nazirite—separated, con- 
secrated (to God); so today; those who make a vow to 
serve God, might also be termed Nazirites, according to 
the meaning of the word. They make a vow to consecrate 
their services to God by keeping all of His holy command- 
ments, and to be separated or set apart from the world 
and the evils involved. The Wise Man tells us about this 
vow in Eccl. 5: 4, “When thou vowest a vow unto God, 
defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay 
that which thou hast vowed.” No one likes to think of 
himself as a fool but that is what we are in God’s sight 
if we break our vow. 

To consecrate or to vow are somewhat similar in mean- 
ing, and the Apostle Paul gives us something definite in 
Rom. 12:1, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sac- 
rifice, holy, acceptable unto God which is your reasonable 
service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable and perfect, will 
of God.” We have vowed to sacrifice the old man by put- 
ting away all the works of the flesh (Gal. 5: 19—21), and 
become a new creature, “created in righteousness and 
true holiness” (Eph. 4: 24). Paul also tells us about the 
separation that must take place: “Wherefore come out 
from among them and be ye separate, saith the Lord and 
touch not the unclean thing: and I will receive you” 
(II Cor. 6:17, 18). In all the history of God’s people, 
Israel, “a righteous little nation,’”’ they were always set 
aside from the other nations to worship and glorify His 
name. As King Solomon in his dedication of the temple, 
prayed, “For thou didst separate them from among all 
the people of the earth, to be thine inheritance, as thou 
spakest by the hand of Moses thy servant.” 

The Prophet Amos was continually warning the back- 
sliding Israelites of God’s impending judgments. After 
telling them how much had been done for them, setting 
them free from the land of bondage, etc., he says, “And 
I raised up of your sons for prophets, and of your young 
men for Nazarites. But ye gave the Nazarites wine to 
drink; and commanded the prophets saying, Prophesy 
not,” or as it says in Isa. 30: 10, “...speak unto us smooth 
things, prophesy deceits.” Profane persons tempted them 
to break their vow, offering them wine to drink. That has 
been the attitude of unbelievers all through the ages, and 
it has not changed today. They like to put a stumbling- 
block before those professing godliness. They seem to de- 
rive a perverted pleasure in seeing one who has estab- 
lished a high plane of living, fall to the common level. 

The term of separation of a Nazirite was not always 
limited to a certain number of days, but could also be for 
an entire lifetime. John the Baptist was consecrated be- 
fore his birth (Luke 1: 15), when the angel Gabriel made 
the announcement to Zacharias. How well he performed 
his vow is strikingly attested to by the words of Jesus 
in Matt. 11: 11, “Verily I say unto you. . . there hath not 
risen a greater [prophet] than John the Baptist.” 

Samson and Samuel were the most eminent Nazirites 
mentioned in the Old Testament, both of them, as John 
the Baptist, having been consecrated before birth and 
for the duration of their lifetime. The accounts are given 
in Judges 13: 4, 5, and I Sam. 1: 11—28. The opening ac- 
count of Samson bespeaks that of a man with a bright 


outlook and unusual opportunities for achievement in 
God’s service; however, through a weakness in his char- 
acter he permitted deviations from the law of the Naz- 
irite; and by failing to separate himself from the ungodly 
Philistines, he became their victim and thereby met de- 
struction. His strength did not reside in his hair, but was 
a sign testifying to the men of Judah that this Nazirite 
was indeed called of God to deliver them from their en- 
emies, and bearing witness among the Philistines to the 
superiority of the servant of God. When he came under 
the influence of his enemies and permitted his hair to be 
cut, he broke his vow and the spirit of God left him. There 
is a pathos about physical weakness but oh, how much 
deeper is the sadness of departed moral and spiritual 
strength! Samson did not lose his strength all in one day 
but it had been steadily ebbing from him. That is the way 
it works in all of us. How necessary then to daily test our 
consecration, to be on our guard to see that we are not 
overcome by some weakness of the flesh. 

We have vowed to come out from the world with its 
vanity, pride and foolishness and be a separate and pe- 
culiar people, zealous of good works. We can avoid spirit- 
ual weakening and sharing its destruction by observing 
the divine command: “Come out of her, my people, that 
ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of 
her plagues” (Rev. 18: 4). 

In sharp contrast to Samson, what an example is pre- 
sented to us in the life of the Nazirite Samuel. His devo- 
tion to the Lord’s service was steadfast to the end. While 
yet a child he ministered before God and assisted the 
priest Eli in the tabernacle. When grown to manhood, he 
was first prophet, then judge of Israel. His final office 
was, and later he became recognized as the chief religious 
authority in the land. After all those years of faithful 
service, he addressed the people about the time of the in- 
auguration of King Saul, in which he challenged them to 
reveal any thing they might have against him. They could 
not accuse him of any wrong-doing, but greatly respected 
him for his blameless life, and at the time of his death 
al] Israel were gathered together and lamented him. 

Very few can hope to become as great leaders as Sam- 
uel, but it is in our power to consecrate our lives and serv- 
ice as fully to God as he did. Jesus will tell us how to do 
this in Mark 12:30, “And thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first com- 
mandment.” When we keep that first commandment 
which embraces all the others, we are fully consecrated 
to the Lord’s service. That is simple to define but it in- 
volves all that we have and are, and also our potentiality 
—what we can become. No doubt it took Samuel years to 
reach the grand height of spirituality he attained, but 
we too can reach that plane if we bring to the task a true 
and honest heart and the zeal of a dedicated Nazirite. 

How good God is to give us these examples of old, 
pointing out the good way, and the opposite path that 
leads to destruction; to teach us a lesson that we may 
choose the good and avoid the evil. We know that in the 
final day of account, Samuel, because of his faithful serv- 
ice will pass to the right hand of the great Judge; but 
Samson because he broke his vow will be turned to the 
left. Let us now re-consecrate our lives to the work that 
remains before us so that we, with all the faithful, may 
pass to the right side. 





leanings... Thankfulness 


Let’s forget the things we haven’t got, 
And appreciate the more, 


The blessings we enjoy each da 
i The Power of Prayer In ever greater store. ' 

“Lord, what a change within us one short hour pe F gpeeetnge Ayah apo onde ‘ia 

Spent in Thy presence will prevail to make; And other hands have toiled, and left 
What heavy burdens from our bosoms take; Their bounty at our door. 

What parched grounds refresh as with a shower! So may we Sohatmenhd forget 

We kneel—and all about us seems to lower; Gods providence and aan 

We rise—and all, the distant and the near, And the fruits of love and sacrifice 

Stands forth in sunny outline, brave and clear. It is our lot to share Sel 
We kneel, how weak! we rise, how full of power! — 
Why, therefore, should we do ourselves this wrong, 

Or others, that we are not always strong; 

That we are ever overborne with care, 

Anxious and troubled, when with us is prayer, 


And joy and strength and courage are with Thee?” 


—Selected. What I See in Me 


I have so many faults myself 
I seldom ever see 

A defect in another’s life, 
But what I see in me. 





ma 

OS 
I make so many rash mistakes. 

Matthew 5: 16 I feel condemned to find 

A bit of fault in anyone 


Let your light shine as beacons from a tow’r, When I’m so far behind. 


The Master said while speaking unto men; 


That all may see throughout life’s darkest hour I used to censor everyone; 
A light, a hope to cheer their hearts again. Just like a Pharisee 
Do not neglect to speak one word, or ten, Until, quite unexpectedly, 


A word of love, a word of truth or peace; 


I got a glimpse of me. 
That word may bless the lonely heart just when ? site 


It yearns for truth and seeks from sin release. I tried to justify myself, 
And let your deeds of charity increase, And frame some alibi; 

Your acts will spur another to behold But here I stood, caught by myself, 
The better way, the way that leads to peace, And I to me won’t lie. 

And turn his footsteps to the Master’s fold. —— 
‘Twill cause your joys with speed to multiply And now whenever I’m inclined 
When men seek God and His name glorify. Some other’s judge to be, 

—Contributed. I always go and take a look 


At him whom I call me. 
I find it is a splendid thing— 








Just try it and you'll see— 
: a To keep from criticizing folk, 
Let each “I” look at “Me.” 
Questioning is like standing at a gate and reaching to raise —Selected. 
the latch. It is a sign that one has reached a state of develop- A 
ment where an awareness of truth prompts the interrogation. 
Nothing can or ever will be forced through to one who has L. 
not lifted the latch of receptivity. Live each day alert to the 
realization that voices speak to ears that listen. 
The Supreme Being will give us time, and as we progress, } 
we can utter the most sincere prayer of which we are now. + 4 
capable: il 
Oh, God, lead us along the path of Thy great design. Lift us 
into spiritual harmony with each other. Give us the ability to ; 
become a part of the progress toward spiritual perfection. 
Lead us into Thy service and thus make us instruments inthe... ) 
execution of Thy will. a fie | 
4 t ‘f ie A 
~ . nf? On a ‘e a a } ’ 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is small” 
(Proverbs 24: 10). 


Few, if any, are the individuals in life who never have 
an adversity, a disappointment or a sorrow of some kind. 
The good and bad, rich and poor, young and old have ex- 
perienced them alike. All do not have the same reverses, 
but the feeling experienced when in trouble is more or 
less the same. Many calamities we bring upon ourselves 
through mismanagement, carelessness or folly. There are, 
however, some disappointments which, with our present 
state of knowledge, we cannot avoid entirely, such as loss 
of temporal possessions because of unforeseen conditions, 
sickness or death. 

When passing through a state of adversity individuals 
naturally are in a different frame of mind than when in 
normal or prosperous circumstances. It would be wise for 
us to make some record of our thoughts and feelings 
while passing through trial. Everything then appears in 
a different light which we are apt to forget when our dis- 
tress is over. If it is a case where our life is in danger 
we may call on God for deliverance. Not knowing what 
the result will be we put our dependence more on Him 
than perhaps we were accustomed to. The petty things 
of life which annoyed us are at such times forgotten as 
mere nothing. 

By extension, our text may well read, If you are strong 
you will not faint in the day of adversity. Strength comes 
through endurance: first the trifles that come daily, then, 
as our strength increases, we can bear the greater trials. 
Jeremiah, speaking of the ones who were weak and 
faint, makes a striking comparison. He says, “If thou 
hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, 
then how canst thou contend with horses? and if in the 
land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, they wearied thee, 
then how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan?’ (12:5). 
Without doubt the “swelling of Jordan” refers to the 
greater trials yet to come, the final day of Judgment. If 
now, in a time of peace and quietude and under the most 
favorable circumstances, we cannot endure the petty 
cares and trials, how can we ever hope to stand in that 
Day when the great and final test comes? 

There can be no question that adversity is essential to 
the growth of character and a stronger faith in God. 
Taken in the right spirit adverse circumstances will be 
steps to a higher and nobler life. Without anything to 
try us we should not know where we stand. It is easy 
enough to be pleasant and cheerful when things go as we 
wish them to, never a cloud to darken our path nor a pain 
to hinder our steps. But if we can rejoice in the Lord 
when all seems against us, then we demonstrate our 
strength. Happy are we if, like the prophet, we could hon- 
estly cry from the heart, “Although the fig tree shall not 
blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vine; the labor of 
the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the 
flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no 
herd in the stalls: yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 


joy in the God of my salvation” (Hab. 3: 16, 17). 

In the smelting of metals we do not know how much 
dross the ore contains nor the value of the metal till it 
has passed through the furnace where the separation is 
made. It is so with individuals professing to be followers 
of Christ. It takes the stern realities of trial and adver- 
sity to reveal our true composition. Without the test, 
cowards would pass for heroes and hypocrites for saints. 
The Apostle Peter, before the arrest of Christ, felt con- 
fident he would follow Him anywhere, even to death, but 
it was not long after that he wept bitterly because he had 
denied his Master. The rich young ruler who came to 
Jesus asking what he should do to inherit eternal life, 
thought himself to be righteous till he was told to sell 
out all and follow the Lord. Hearing this he went away 
sorrowful. The test revealed his weakness. 

Among the striking accounts of those who prospered 
through adverse circumstances, as found in the records 
of Holy Writ, none stands out more brilliantly than the 
life of Joseph. Consider his adversity and disappoint- 
ments! When only a youth of 17 he was sold into Egypt 
by his envious brothers, because of his honesty and noble 
character. It was not a pleasant experience, and the 
thought of being a slave in a foreign land must indeed 
have been most bitter. It would be difficult at a time like 
that to realize that this was the beginning of the fulfill- 
ment of his dreams. However, God was with him and he 
was soon prospering as a servant in the house of Poti- 
phar, the Pharaoh’s captain of the guard. 

It happened that as he increased in favor with his mas- 
ter, he was falsely accused and cast into prison where he 
was again disappointed by one whom he had helped. For 
two long years he endured the unpleasantness of the 
dungeon, but through all this his faith did not fail him. 
His time finally did come when the Pharaoh called for 
him and made him ruler over all the land of Egypt. His 
life as ruler proved that the training he received under 
adversity had been for his good. He still maintained his 
loyalty to the God of his fathers in his high position, and 
showed complete faith and confidence in Him. 

When his brothers came to buy food he remembered 
their evils, but treated them without bitterness. In his 
conversation with them he said it was God who had sent 
him before them to preserve life (Gen. 45:5). He was 
willing to have God direct his life, and knew that the 
adversity he passed through was for his good. 

The secret of successfully going through adversity is 
preparedness, This is true in the affairs of life about us, 
whether an army at war, a company in business or fam- 
ilies acquiring the necessities of life. When ready for any 
exigency we have no fear. So it is in the struggle for the 
mastery of self, the fight against our carnal nature. There 
are days in a Christian’s life when everything is bright 
and faith is high. These are the days in which to fortify 
ourselves, to meditate on the Word and its promises, and 
fill our minds with high and noble thoughts, and thus 
prepare beforehand for the adversity which we are cer- 
tain to encounter. During the quiet and peaceful hours, 
when nothing from without disturbs our peace, is the 
time to keep our minds in a humble and reverential at- 
titude so that whatever the Word demands of us we may 
willingly perform. When we have done this, the greater 
things which will arise shall be only light afflictions, be- 
cause we have the strength to meet them. 


Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MrcIppo MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


It is written, They shall neither marry, nor be given in mar- 
riage; also “They shall not build and another inhabit; they 
shall not plant and another eat; . . . they shall not labor in 
vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be the off- 
spring of the blessed of the Lord, and their children with 
them” (Luke 20: 35, 36; Isa. 65: 22, 23). How can these two 
passages be harmonized? 


Two different classes of people are indicated. Jesus in 
Luke refers to those who are accounted worthy of the new 
world, and are equal to the angels. They neither marry 
nor are given in marriage. 

Isaiah refers to the Millennial age when all nations 
shall know the Lord and shall have opportunity to serve 
Him. Under the wise guidance of Christ and the saints 
the nations shall learn righteousness. During their pro- 
bationary period, while they learn to love and obey the 
Lord, they shall engage in the normal life functions, as 
Isaiah indicates. 


Where did the name “Megiddo” come from? 


The name is mentioned in the Bible a number of times. 
See Joshua 12: 21; 17:11; Judges 1: 27; 5: 19; II Kings 
9: 27; 23: 29; Zech. 12: 11. It means “a place of troops” 
(Gesenius’ Hebrew Lexicon). 

Geographically, Megiddo was and is a town in Pales- 
tine, located at a strategic point, demanding heavy forti- 
fication; for Palestine is the age-old gateway between 
East and West, and the avenue connecting North and 
South. Always, supremacy there has been the envy of the 
world, and the prevailing nation has guarded it with a 
jealous eye. The famous pass at Megiddo through a solid 
mountain range is the one means by which this avenue 
between continents may be traversed. 

When the Rev. L. T. Nichols founded this organization 
he chose Megiddo for its name, symbolizing as it does a 
place of troops and a spiritual warfare that is to be fought 
by the Christian soldier, the warfare being against sin 
and wrong. “We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wicked- 
ness in high places” (Eph. 6:12). 


Are we returning to the days of living as it was before the 
Flood? (Matt. 24: 37, 38). 


Jesus said: “But as the days of Noe were, so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be. For as in the days that 
were before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe 
entered into the ark.” 

The condition Jesus describes here is such that the peo- 
ple did not put God first in their lives. They were con- 
cerned with the things of this world, and in partaking of 
all the pleasures they could. The condition of the world 
today is very much similar. The great majority of people 
seek their own pleasures with little or no thought of God. 
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Please explain Ezekiel 34: 31. 


“And ye my flock, the flock of my pasture, are men, and 
I am your God.” The prophet had been talking through- 
out the entire chapter, of Israel, His chosen nation, how 
they had been forsaken because of their sins, and how 
they had been oppressed and ill-treated. However, He 
speaks of a day when He will make a new covenant with 
them and they will serve Him, and He will be their God. 


“Can you tell me how many times the Ten Tribes of Israel 
went into captivity? One religious organization says once, 
but I was wondering if it might have been twice. Also where 
is it mentioned in the Bible? 


The account of Israel’s being placed under tribute by 
Shalmanezer and taken captive three years later is re- 
corded in II Kings 17. It was in the ninth year of the 
reign of Hoshea, the last king, that Israel was carried 
away captive into Assyria. Hoshea’s ninth year compared 
with the sixth year of Hezekiah, king of Judah, about 
730 B. Cc. Some 125 years later the kingdom of Judah 
ended shortly after the reign of Josiah, and about twenty 
years later the capital city Jerusalem was reduced to a 
shambles by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and most 
of the people were carried captive to Babylon. 

Jerusalem, rebuilt by Nehemiah and others at the close 
of the Captivity, was a thriving city in Jesus’ time, only 
to be completely destroyed by the Romans, A. D. 70. Hence, 
Jerusalem, capital of the kingdom of Judah, was over- 
thrown twice, but we have no evidence of more than the 
one overthrow of the kingdom of the Ten Tribes. 


“I recently read an article stating that many ministers did 
not approve of so much money being spent on funerals. The 
article stated that it was foolish to put a body on display at 
a wake, rather that it was better to remember the dead as 
they were when they were alive and that people passing by 
the casket to look at the dead was like a heathen custom. 
What is your opinion about that? 

“I have noticed that most people at a wake do sit around 
and talk about almost everything just as they would almost 
any other kind of gathering, which seems to show disrespect 
to the dead, and to living relatives. However, each person may 
have a different viewpoint on any particular subject so my 
opinion is worth no more than that of anyone else.” 


We agree that often too much money is spent on fun- 
erals, especially for flowers. Some persons before their 
death, and sometimes the bereaved family, request no 
flowers, but that the money be given to some beneficent 
cause. 

The customary procedure of holding a “wake” in honor 
of the deceased—that is if by “wake” you mean the meet- 
ing of friends around the casket in the home or funeral 
home—is common practice in our home city. We would 
not know if the practice is country-wide. This plan could 
be subject to criticism, especially if it takes on the at- 
mosphere of a social reunion. The custom of reviewing 
the remains is usually respectful and conflicts with no 
Bible principle that we know of. It sometimes is easier 
to criticize than offer a better plan. 
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